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Register  and  Vote  in 
ELECTIONS  IN 
MASSACHUSETTS 

As  a  voter  in  Massachusetts  you  may  vote  in 
state  and  local  elections. 

•  In  state  elections,  you  vote  to  fill  federal, 
state  and  county  offices 

•  In  local  elections,  you  vote  for  your  city  or 
town  officials 

•  In  both  elections,  you  may  also  vote  on 
ballot  questions 

STATE  ELECTIONS 

There  are  three  kinds  of  statewide  elections. 
All  of  these  —  the  state  primary,  the  state 
election  and  the  presidential  primary  —  take 
place  in  the  even-numbered  years,  1978,  '80, 
'82,  and  so  on. 

Terms  of  office  vary  in  length;  you  do  not  vote 
to  fill  every  office  in  every  election.  Consult 
the  election  chart  opposite  to  find  out  when 
you  elect  each  federal,  state  and  county 
official. 

The  state  primary,  September  19,  1978 

In  September,  at  the  state  primary,  you  may 
vote  in  your  political  party's  primary.  In  this 
election  you  choose  your  party's  candidate 
for  each  office  that  will  be  filled  in  the 
November  state  election. 

There  may  be  several  candidates  listed  on  the 
ballot  for  each  office.  You  vote  for  one.  The 
candidate  receiving  the  most  votes  will  be 
listed  on  the  November  ballot  as  your  party's 
nominee. 

If,  at  primary-election  time,  you  are  not 
enrolled  in  one  of  the  political  parties  — 
Democratic,  Republican  or  American  —  you 
are  considered  an  independent.  If  you  are  an 


(Continued  on  back  panels) 


STATEWIDE  ELECTION  CHART 


Offices  to  be 
elected 

(years  of  term) 

Elected 
every 
2 

years 

President  (4) 
Vice-President  (4) 
U.S.  Senator  (6) 
U.S.  Representative  (2) 

**** 

Governor  (4) 
Lt.  Governor  (4) 
Secretary  of  State  (4) 
Attorney  General  (4) 
Treasurer  (4) 
Auditor  (4) 

Governor's  Councillor  (2) 

State  Senator  (2) 

State  Representative  (2) 

**** 
**** 
**** 

County  Commissioner  (4) 
District  Attorney  (4) 
County  Treasurer  (6) 
Register  of  Probate  (6) 
Register  of  Deeds  (6) 
Clerk  of  Courts  (6) 
Sheriff  (6) 

Ballot  Questions 

**** 

Town  or  ward  party  committees  (4) 
State  party  committees  (4) 

'Presidential  primary  is  held  in  March  of  Presidential  election  yc 
in  the  September  state  primary. 


Elected 
at 

at 

4-year 
intervals 

78,  '82,  '86 

Elected 

at 
4-year 
intervals 
76,  '80,  '84 

Elected 
when 
6-year 
term  of 
office  ends 

Voted 
for  in 
Presidential 
Primary 

**** 
**** 

**** 

**** 

**** 
**** 
**** 
**** 
**★* 
**** 

?lect  one 
**** 

elect  two 

**** 
**** 
**** 

**** 

t  i  k  k 
**** 

**** 
**** 

Party  candidates  for  all  other  offices  on  this  chart  are  nominated 


STATE  PRIMARY,  Continued 

independent,  you  may  vote  the  ballot  of  the 
party  you  choose,  but  you  become  enrolled 
in  that  party  when  you  vote.  If  you  want  to 
become  an  independent  again  or  change 
your  party  enrollment  after  the  primary,  you 
must  fill  out  a  card  at  the  polls  or  notify  your 
city  or  town  officials  in  writing. 

The  State  Election,  November  7,  1978 

In  November,  at  the  state  election,  you 
choose  the  people  who  will  actually  fill  each 
federal,  state  and  county  office. 

Usually  there  are  several  candidates  listed  on 
the  ballot  for  each  office;  they  are  the  winners 
from  the  party  primaries  and  perhaps  some 
independent  or  minor  party  candidates.  You 
vote  for  one  candidate  for  each  office.  The 
candidate  receiving  the  most  votes  becomes 
your  newly  elected  official. 

In  state  elections,  you  also  vote  on  questions 
which  appear  on  the  ballot.  These  questions 
are  placed  there  by  petition  of  the  citizens  or 
as  a  result  of  the  legislative  process.  There  are 
different  kinds  of  questions:  some  questions 
when  approved  by  a  majority  of  the  voters 
amend  the  state  constitution;  some  become 
laws;  and  others  reflect  the  public's  opinion 
on  an  issue  but  do  not  change  the  law. 

The  Presidential  Primary  -  next  held  in  1980 

In  March  of  the  years  in  which  the  U.S. 
President  is  elected,  you  may  vote  in  your 
political  party's  presidential  primary.  In  this 
election  you  vote  for  the  candidate  you  prefer 
to  be  your  party's  candidate  for  president  in 
the  November  election. 

There  are  several  candidates  listed  on  the 
ballot;  you  vote  for  one.  In  this  case,  the 
candidate  receiving  the  most  votes  in  the 
Massachusetts  primary  is  not  necessarily  the 
one  who  will  appear  as  your  party's  nominee 
on  the  November  ballot. 

That  nominee  is  chosen  during  the  summer 
by  delegates  at  the  national  party  convention. 


Delegates  from  Massachusetts  who  attend  the 
national  convention  are  pledged  to  vote  for 
each  candidate  in  proportion  to  the  number 
of  votes  the  candidate  received  in  the  state 
presidential  primary. 

In  the  presidential  primary  you  will  also  elect 
people  to  serve  on  your  party's  town  or  ward 
and  state  committees. 


As  a  voter  in  Massachusetts  you  may  also  vote 
in  local  elections  to  choose  community 
officials  and  express  your  views  on  local 
questions. 

Some  localities  conduct  a  primary  or  prelimi- 
nary election  or  a  caucus  before  the  regular 
local  election  in  order  to  nominate  or  to 
reduce  the  number  of  candidates  who  will 
appear  on  the  ballot  for  each  office. 

Check  with  your  city  or  town  clerk  to  find  out 
about  elections  in  your  community.  As  a  rule, 
city  elections  are  held  in  November  of  odd- 
numbered  years;  town  elections  are  held 
every  year,  usually  in  the  spring. 

Dates  of  Elections 

State  Primary  -  September  19,  1978 
State  Election  -  November  7,  1978 
Town  Elections  -  February-May,  1978 
City  Elections  -  November,  1979 
Presidential  Primary  -  March,  1980 


LOCAL  ELECTIONS 
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For  Further  Information 
Call  Elections  Division 
(617)  727-2828 


Office  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Commonwealth 
Paul  Guzzi,  Secretary 


